TACOMA GRACE
BIBLE CHURCH

Together, We Press On!

The year 2022 has come and gone, and God's faithfulness foward us can be seen Jrr]rougr] it all.
The past year has seen a lot of opportunities to frust in God's promises and to seek His will. Mony
prayers were dedicated to the Lord for the health of our friends and acquaintances, protection and
repair of our aging bui|o|ir1g, preporoﬁon and guidonce in Jreoching, and many other praises and
petitions. This year, | pray that we continue fo grow JrogeJrher as the body of Christ by sfudying,
believing, and obeying His word. Let us grow ever steadier and stronger in our goal of exultation,
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edification, and evongehzoﬁon while we rest in the power of the SpiriJr to work in and Jrr]rougr] us.

Fe”owship
As we learn about and grow in our unity in the body of Christ, it should become immedio+e|y

evident that Fe||owsr1ip opportunities are not just social goJrr]erings; Jrr]ey are how we experience the
love of Christ tangibly while we await his return (1 Jn. 4:9-12; Heb. 10:23-25). This does not mean you
must come fo every meeting but consider that every meeting is an opportunity to enjoy God's gift of
joy in our common salvation. Much of what follows is an exp|ono+ion of the heart and the hope behind
each of our meetings and events, the hope to be p|eosing to God Jrr]rougr] Fe”owship with Him and His

children (our fellow be|ievers).

We are blessed to have Frequerﬁ fe”owship meals after church. Our next meal is Februory 12th.
These are excellent opportunities fo get fo know and interact with one another. These meals are for

everyone—join US! /A\I’]d keep an eye out FOI” FU+U re FQHOWSl’]Ip meo|sl

We have a men's and a women's group, too. For the men, join us on second and fourth Satu ro|oys
at 800 AM for Men's Breakfast. We are sfudying the book of Revelation, as well as shoring and
praying for one another. For the ladies, join us second and fourth Tuesdoys for He|ping Hands and

Sew-So (brmg a CI”OH' to WOI”l( OI’]!) |F you are d mo|e or a I(emo|e, one OF H’]@Se groups is FOI” youl

Prayer
The proyer-|h(e of this church is inJregro| to our health. As we pray JrogeJrr]er, we grow in Fe”owship
with God and with each other and we love and he|p one another (Dan. 9:18; Psa. 5:3; Phil. 4:6; 1 Thess.
5.17; Col. 4:2; Jas. 5:6, 16, Eph 6:18; and 1 Jn. 5:14-16).

We have Prayer Meei‘ing \)\/ednesdoys at 6:30 PM, where we have a brief eruo|y in the Psalms,
followed by an evening of prayer. Once per quarter we host a Concert of Prayer (Sundoy at 6:00
PM), where we pray and sing praise to the Lord. Prayer Week is also quicHy opprooching (Apri| Q-
8), during which the elders will give a brief lesson each nigrﬁr on the gospe| of Jesus, followed by
prayer and Fe||owship.
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These prayer events are ‘mountain peaks” in TGBC's fellowship, where we bear one another’s
burdens (Gal 6:2). This is where "the rubber meets the road" between |eorning to live in the body and
|iving in the body. The effectiveness and benefit of prayer cannot be overstated. If you have not joined us

for corporate prayer, there are many opportunities. | encou rage each of you to come as often as you can.

Teaching
This year | renew my commitment fo you and to the Lord to be o|i|igenJr and faithful in erudying
God's word, to opp|y sound literal hermeneutics, and to o|epeno| on the guidonce and Fi||ing of the SpiriJr

to occomp|ish these tasks.

Preacl’ring & Classes
Last year we studied Genesis 1-11 and First John on Sundoy mornings, as well as all four gospe|s (the
Life of Messioh) in our summer class. This year, we will eruo|y Second and Third John, and Genesis 12-
25. This yeor's summer class will focus on what scripture teaches about who we are in Christ and how

we, as Christians living in the dispensation of grace, are to live our lives (Eph. 1:18-21). | hope you will join

us from June to Auguer for this eruo|y of The Spirii’ua| Lifel

A|so, we have begun a winter class called |n+er|oc|<ec|, in which we are erudying God's word
chronologically with the goal of building a biblical worldview (to have the mind of Christl Rom. 12:2, 1
Cor. 2:16) 1o live well in an age which rejects biblical truth. | hope you will join us from January tfo
March, Tuesdoys at 6:00 PM. We are on|y a few weeks into this class now, and it has o|reoo|y
stimulated great questions and conversation. This is @ very inferactive class—so if you have questions

about scripture, this is most defini+e|y the rithr p|oce for youl

Sunday SCI’)OOI
In 2022, the Sunday School had the astonishing blessing of studying fifteen books of the Bible (1-2
Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, James, 1-3 John, Proverbs, Phi|ippions, Colossians, Ezra, Nehemiah, and soon to
comp|e+e Esther)l We thank the Lord for the faithful Jreoching of His word. This coming year, the
Su no|oy School will cover the books of Revelation, Ezekiel, Daniel, the Gospe| of Mark, and the Psalms.
We have seen wonderful groerh in Sundoy School attendance over the last twelve months. What a

b|essingl Please join us for Sundoy School every Su no|oy at 9:15 in the |ibrory before the main service.
You will be greoHy edified by it!

Please also pray for Children’s Sunday School. We have many volunteers (Jrhough we can o|woys
use more), and we are now waiting on the Lord for children to teach. Pray that the children come and

that the teachers are prepored and faithful to train them in God's word.

Com(erence
Our annual Fall Conferences are an excellent opportunity fo share God's word with the community,
as well as to bring great teachers to our local Fe”owship from around the cou ntry. We pray the Lord

continues to enable us to host this conference and that He uses it for His g|oryl
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Last year, we were blessed to host Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum of Ariel Ministries for our second
annual Tacoma Grace Fall Conference. He Jrouthr about lsrael’s past, present, and propheﬁc purpose,
and delivered a Sundoy morning message on The Law of Moses and the Law of Messiah. Dr.
Fruchtenbaum was groJreI(u| for his warm reception—as am |—and he even asked to be invited back!

Unless the Lord comes sooner, we will cerJroin|y invite him again in the future! Please continue to pray for

Dr. Fruchtenbaum and Ariel Ministries.

Due to the success of last year's conference, we are p|onning a more ambitious conference this year.
The Third Annual Tacoma Grace Fall Conference will host three speokers: Dr. Dennis Rokser (Duluth
Bible Church, Grace & Truth Bible Church, Grace Institute for Biblical Studies), Charles Jennings
(Loymon's Online International Seminory), and J. Morgan Arnold (Bible SJruo|y Fe||owship). The topic is
Salvation: Past, Present, and Prophei‘ic.

Please pray for these men, their ministries, their travel, and message preparation as Jrhey make their
way to TGBC this Seerember, and pray for the organizers as we make arrangements for the conference.
If the SpiriJr leads you fo he|p, there will be opportunities fo host speokers or out-of-town guest attendees,
as well as various volunteer jobs during the conference. If you would like to contribute Finoncio”y to the

expenses OF Jrhe COI’]F@I’@I’]C@, you may designoJre your dOI’]OﬁOI’] FOI’ COI’]F@I’@I’]C@.

Bible Reading & Memory
One of the most fundamental needs for the growing believer (ono| we are all growing be|ieversl) is
the word of God—the very fuel that feeds the SpiriJr. Just as a heloy diet of food makes a heloy body,
JoRe heloy diet of God's word makes a heloy spirit. Our Bible reoding schedu|e—Reading Fast &
Slow—is designed to give your spirit a heloy diet of God's word Jrhroughoqu the year. Whether you

listen to an audio Bible or read it yourseh(, | encourage you to maintain a ereoo|y and heloy diet of

GOdVS WOI”d.

Reading
The "fast" column of the reoding program is designed for consumpi‘ion, while the "slow" column is
designed for meditation. Keep a journal and write down your JrhougHs and questions; ask me or the
other elders if you encounter somefhing that you don't understand; share with your friends what you
learn; and next year when you read these passages again, look back at how much you have learned
year over yeorl It will be greoﬂy encouraging to you to see your groerh in real-time. If you are Fo||owing
a different schedule for reoding, share what you are reoding during Fe||owship times. We are reoding

the Bible JrogeJrher SO we can grow JrogeJrher and encou rage one another.

Memorizing
We are again and again encouroged in scrierure to retain God's word in our mind. This year, we are
memorizing twelve verses as a congregation about the signh(iconce and benefit of scripture. Meditate on
these verses as you memorize them. It is one Jrhing to memorize the words, it is another to memorize
their meaning and odoer it into your Jrhinking. The Bible memory cards are inscribed with a note from

me about each verse's meaning and the reason for memorizing it.
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W hen you memorize these verses, don't iorgei to consider Wny you are memorizing them (Psa. 119:11;
Col 3:16). The faith-rest life is lived on the firm foundation of God's promises. Memorize those promises
(and how to use them) and enjoy the transformation of your mind from anxiety and fear about the

world around to peace and trust in God's faithfulness.

Qutreach & Evangelism

As a cnurcn, we give financial suppori to several missionaries and local gospei-sngring orggnizgiions.
Pray the Lord continues to suppiy the financial means to support our foreign and domestic missionaries.
And let us not iorgei or become gpgineiic about our own call to witness. Sngring the gospei can be a
Jrerriicying Jriiing—indeed, Satan wants you terrified to share your faith. He will make you scared by the
often-inordinate response of unbelievers to iiegring the gospei message (2 Cor. 4:4). Don't let it scare you

off. God is Wori<ing in all to lead them to faith in His Son.

As you grow mature in your faith inrougn a greater undersignding of God's word and as you build
faith muscles, |egrning to trust God, know that you are being trained for service. That service may look
different at various times in life depending on the need of the moment and your progress of growin, but

one Jriiing is sure: we must all be regdy to share the message of eterndl life which we also trusted for

salvation (1 Cor. 15:1-4; 2 Tim. 4:2; 1 Pet. 3:15).

Be intentional about what you are |egrning. Be diiigeni, be discerning. We are growing for a purpose:
to be useful in service to the Lord. Useless Christians are uiiimgieiy unsatisfied in life and do not
experience the joy of spiriiugi maturity. Pray for the opportunity to share your faith and be faithful to do

so when the opportunity arises.

This year our Fall Conference will add several workshops to the schedule. These are gegred toward
training believers to share the gospei ciegriy and to answer common doubts which unbelievers have
about the Bible. There are many in our neignbornood and WOFi(piOC@S who need the gospei and who
need i(eiiowsnip. Prgy that Jriiey receive the gospei and be Wiiiing to be the vessel Jriirougii which God
answers that prayer (Lk. 10:2-3).

Serving
| have often heard it said that, in a church body, 20% do 80% of the work. There are giwgys more
pigces to serve than there are servants. There are many peopie doing muiiipie jobs, and many jobs going
undone in the church. Speciiicgiiy, we are |ooi<ing for someone to take on the role of Treasurer. Paul Pace
has Jremporgriiy filled this position, giong with many other duties. We are |ooi<ing for more peopie who
can run the soundboard (or are Wiiiing to be trained) and any musicians/vocalists for Worsnip. If you

can cook, paint, clean, organize, teach, or any number of talents and if you desire fo serve, let us knowl!

If you are here, this is your home. Let us all enjoy the gift of serving one another as we grow side-
by-side, nonoring the Lord by Wg|i<ing in His will. There are rewards ngiing for us in heaven for our
service o Him on earth. So let us have the Apostle Paul's mind about service (Phil. 2:14-18). Let us, this
year, grow ever stronger, so that we know the one who has saved us and all the joy of salvation before

even we see Him in the clouds.
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Prayer Requests

Proying for one another is important. [t is one way we can serve each other. Here are a few

prayer requeers Wl’]lCl’] we can l’]OV@ FOI” one OI’]OH’]@F Ol’ld FOI” our FQHOWSl’]Ip in Jrhe church H’]IS year.

D 'Proy for all who teach the word in our Fe”owship, that the SpiriJr energizes us for the task of
eruo|y, and that we have the c|ori+y of mind and undersfonding to teach, and for all the classes
which we will teach this year.

D 'Proy for the elders, that we conﬁnuo”y seek the Lord's will and FoiJrHtu walk in it, and for the
time, patience, and joy fo serve well.

D 'Proy for our church bui|o|ing and property, and for Al and Paul who do most of the maintenance
and improvement.

o 'Proy for the Lord to supp|y and upho|o| our finances, and that the elders are gronJred the wisdom
to manage the ghOr of money, and that we are faithful to act in God's will.

« Pray for a permanent Treasurer to manage the church finances.

e Pray Ruth and Basanti as Jrhey lead Worship, and that more join them.

o 'Proy for Vicki as she communicates with and encourages our missionaries.

. 'Proy for Susanna, Faith, and our other Su no|oy School volunteers, pray that the Lord sends
students and that Jrhey are prepored and joyFu| to teach.

D 'Proy for our hope to offer VBS to our community, pray for c|ori+y as we pursue this.

e Pray for our conference and conference speakers (Dennis Rokser, Charles Jennings, J. Morgan
Arno|o|), and for those coordinoﬁng and serving.

. 'Proy for the evongehzoﬁon of the neighborhood and all who hear our recorded content online,
that Jrhey hear the clear gospe| and respono| fo it by faith.

+ Pray for the physico| and spiriJruo| health of each member of our Fe”owship.

For His glory,

PASTOR E DANE ROGERS

Tacoma Grace Bible Church

Fanuary 22, 2023

64092 E. Portland Avenue Email: dane@edanerogers.com
Tacoma, WA 98404 Tel. 1 (206) 718-5641
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